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Public-Private Integrity (PPI) is a premium local civil society organization that focused on the 
implementation of the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC), African 
Union Convention on Prevention and Combatting Corruption as well as the ECOWAS 
Protocol on Corruption. PPI does its work by identifying the courses of corruption, 
advocating for change in public office and advocating for effective and efficient 
anti-corruption mechanisms in the public and political sectors in The Gambia. 


Public-Private Integrity have read with interest the sentencing of the former Permeant 
Secretary, Dr. Bamba Banja on taken bribe from foreign investors and would like to 
congratulate the prosecutors for taken the bull by the horns in ensuring that the laws of The 
Gambia are respected at all cost. 


We would further note the effective role played by the Government of The Gambia in 
ensuring that prosecutors are provided with all necessary administrative, logistical and other 
support to ensure the first-ever, criminal prosecution and successful conviction of a bribery 
case involving a top civil servant and foreign entities. 


However, PPI is disappointed that the court's decision did not adequately punish the 
individual and entities involved in the bribery and that prosecutors failed to request 
the court to sanction and maintain sanctions against individuals and entities involved in the 
bribery case. And that the court decision put too much emphasis on incrassation and mulct. 


We would also like to point out that bribery benefit people and that the bribery mentioned 
in Dr. Banja case is given for a_ specific purpose and thatthe givers of the bribe are 
equally linkable and should be sanctioned. 


Public-Private Integrity (PPI), would liketo further state that itis aware of the 
inconsistency of The Gambia's laws regarding sanctions regimes and seizure tools, which is 
currently legal shortcoming and therefore does not fully and specifically respond to the 
substantive allegations, indictments or interrogatories in the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) conventions on organized crime and criminal justice matters, including 
corruption. 


To this end, we would liketo urge the Government of The Gambia to 
take all necessary steps, if it has not already done so, to institute sanctions regime covering, 
among others, issues of beneficial ownership, bribery of foreign public officials 
and confiscation of proceeds of crime. 


We would also like to encourage the Government of The Gambia to increase their efforts to 
identify the corruption traits in the Gambian governance as much as possible and 
strengthen their sanctions regime and determine  theirconfiscation measures 
without further delay. 


Public-Private Integrity would like to assure the Government of The Gambia and all 
development partners of our cooperation in building strong institutions and advancing the 
United Nations SDG 16 (Sustainable Development Goal 16) as well as the National 
Development Plan (NDP). 


-END- 


